
 

Home Learning Menu 2 

Year 1 

In line with government guidelines, your child’s teacher has put together a selection of activities to provide a 
balance of learning during this period of closure. Please complete as many as possible and bring the 
outcomes into school when we re-open. If you are able to print this sheet and add a comment that would be 
helpful but not essential if you are not able to print. We are sympathetic to the fact that in these unusual 
circumstances parents may have work commitments to balance with child care and that this may place 
pressures on the time available to support your child with this. Please just do as much as is manageable. 

Dear parents,  
Thank you for your support. We hope you find this document helpful and we look forward to seeing what 
the children produce! Space is a fascinating place and is our topic for this term. Please help the children to 
do as much research and making, as is manageable, during these challenging times. 
Best wishes, Year 1 Team 

English 

Daily reading: Please record this in your reading 
diary and write a book review for every book you 
complete. Think about how the book made you feel. 
Would you recommend it to a friend? Maybe give it 
a score out of 10! 
 
Possibly design your own book cover for each book 
you read! 
  

Please try to write two imaginative descriptions. The 
boy and the martian are the main characters from 
the book below. Try to use ambitious language and 
be as vivid as you can!  

 
If you have access to the you can watch the story 

being read as a bedtime story on CBeebies by 
Professor Brian Cox. It is no longer available on 

iplayer but you can find it here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nS8w-oCDac 

 
Encourage the children to memorise the story and 

attempt to add some storytelling actions too! 

Spelling list:  
Please refer to the spellings list at the end of this 
document. We have enclosed the complete list of 
common exception spellings so you can focus on the 
ones your child finds challenging. Just tackle a few at 
a time. 
As an additional challenge, please practise with 
your child the spelling of the Days of the Week, 
Months of the Year and the numbers one to 
twenty. 
Phonics, phonics, phonics! Please get your phonics 
mats out and practise the different sounds daily and 
always use them to cross-reference when reading. 

Can you write a Space adventure story? 
Base your story either on The Way Back Home or be 
completely original and create your own story from 
other adventure books that you have read.  
 
Think about where the story might start, try to 
include ambitious language and think about the 
planets your characters could visit! 

Can you design a book cover for your own Space 
story. Think carefully about how your characters 
might look and include an imaginative story title too! 
You are the illustrator, be as detailed as you can! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nS8w-oCDac


 

Have a go at writing a non-chronological report - this 
is particularly fun if you enjoy recording facts!  
 
Think about what your main heading might be, for 
example The Solar System. Write an introductory 
paragraph about this. Your sub-headings might be 
Earth or Jupiter or Neptune... 
 
See template at end of this resource. 
 

 

We bet your poems based on The Windy picture 
(Menu 1) were fantastic, also have a go at writing a 
space poem. 
 
Please remember to draft, edit and then publish 
your ideas. 
 
You might also like to write a Solar System 
mnemonic. 
See the opposite example. 

 
Can you design a spaceship or rocket? Please label 
your space craft’s special features.  
 
Please indicate the speed at which your craft can 
travel and think carefully about its safety features. 
 

 

 

 
NEW VOCABULARY HUNT  

Find as many ‘new to you’ words as you can. Can you collect these in a notebook with the definition? You 
could even make your own dictionary!  Think about Space vocabulary too! 

Parent comments: 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Maths 

Doodlemaths: 
Please use 
Doodlemaths every 
day as usual. 
 

Maths Challenges: 
Cut out regular shapes and 
divide them into halves and 
quarters. Label the parts and 
share them out.  
 
Share real life objects 
amongst cuddly toys... 
Who will get the most? 
 
Have a go at being a human 
weighing scale and develop 
mathematical language such 
as heavier and heaviest. 

Fractions – focus – halves and quarters 

 

Times tables: Please 
practise the 
following times 
tables, ensuring you 
know the inverse 
operation for each 
(eg divide) 
2s 
5s 
10s 
 
Ask your child to 
show you how we 
count in multiples of 
2, 5 and 10 in class. 
Encourage them to 
use hand actions. 

Ask them to teach you our 
number bond songs to 10 
and 20. 
 

Fraction Ideas:

 

Money: Understanding money values can be tricky 
for children. Look closely at some coins in your purse 
or wallet. Point out the value, size, colour and shape 
of the coins. Ask the children to feel whether the 
coins have a textured edge. For fun make some 
money and set up a play shop. Take it in turns being 
either a shopkeeper or customer. 
 

 
 
There are some fraction activities attached to the 
end of this document. 

 

Ask them to teach you the Months 
of the Year and Days of the Week 
songs too! 
Have fun singing! 

Calculations: 
Practise the four main operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. (Parents - please refer 
to the videos on our website to be sure of the language and methods the children have learnt in addition and 
subtraction.) 
There are also activity sheets attached to the end of this resource. 
You should also be able to access premium worksheets on whiterose during this time as this is what they 
have promised.                                     
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/schemes-of-learning/primary-sols/ 

Parent comments 
 
 
 

http://www.st-stephens.bathnes.sch.uk/index.php/organisation/curriculum/curriculum-maths
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/schemes-of-learning/primary-sols/


 

Topic Project 

In the book The Way Back Home, the little boy travels into Space. Space is a fascinating place...what can you 
find out about our Solar system? How many planets are in our System and how many have been visited by 

astronauts? Could you create a Space project including lots of facts and maybe create a 3D model of the 
Solar System. 

Create something! Anything!  
Can you design and make a space suit? Think about the materials that would be the most 
comfortable and appropriate for space travel. Another - why not make an martian out of 

play dough or a Space station out of Lego. Have fun creating and do not forget to take 
some photographs too (if that is possible). 

 

 

Parent comment 
 
 
 
 

Online Learning 

Here is a list of websites which span the curriculum:  
 
The first link will give you access to lots of brilliant resources across the curriculum. Log on as a teacher to 

access.  

https://connect.collins.co.uk/school/Portal.aspx  

Username: parents@harpercollins.co.uk 

Password: Parents20! 

 

Phonics play have also opened up their whole site for free:  

www.phonicsplay.co.uk (The children enjoy playing Buried Treasure) 

 

Oliver Jeffers will be reading books for children at 2pm and 6pm every day and talking about his stories:  

https://www.oliverjeffers.com/books#/abookaday/   

  
www.topmarks.co.uk  
 
www.mathshed.com 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/learning.schools 
 
www.scratch.mid.edu/explore/projects/games 
 
www.natgeokids.com – National Geographic Kids 
 
www.mysteryscience.com 
 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home 
 
www.theimaginationtree.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://connect.collins.co.uk/school/Portal.aspx
mailto:parents@harpercollins.co.uk
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.oliverjeffers.com/books#/abookaday/


 

Spellings 

Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check! 

Tick the columns as you follow the instructions from left to right. Make sure you spell the words in the ‘write’ 

column. If you spell the word incorrectly, write it again in the correction column. 

Spelling words  look say cover  write  check correct  

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

6.       

7.       

8.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Handwriting 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

And finally..! 

www.actionforhappiness.org have produced a series of posters and resources to help promote happiness and 

mental wellbeing.  

The information predates the coronavirus epidemic but is still very helpful. 

The ten keys for happier living are based on the government ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing’ and are still pertinent. 

This is a list of some activities and suggestions as part of the Action for Happiness GREAT DREAM. 

 

 

PLEASE don’t try to do all of them! It’s a menu you can choose from. 

 

 

Giving – do something for someone else. Keep your room clean or help with unpacking shopping. What else can you 

think of?  

Relating – connect with someone –write a letter, make a phone or video call. Design a poster to stick in your window 

to cheer your neighbours up! Write a thank you note for the recycling teams and stick it to your recycling.  

Exercising – even though we can only go outside once a day, make sure you still keep active. There are lots of online 

exercise videos sessions you could use.  

Awareness – live mindfully. What can you notice? How can you slow down? Count back from 100 in 2s! Think of a 

topic and list it alphabetically eg an A-Z of animals, countries or food! Stare out of the window – what can you see, 

hear or smell? Have you noticed something you have never noticed before?  

Trying out – keep learning. (Do the ‘Create something! Anything! activity!) 

 

Direction – make some goals to look forward to for when life returns to normal.  

Resilience – find ways to bounce back. Here are some ideas: if you get stressed, angry or anxious, take some deep 

breaths; ask for help and talk to an adult if you’re worried; do a physical activity or do something which will take 

your mind off your worries. Think about another time you were worried – what did you do to help you then? Make a 

board game of resilience snakes and ladders for the family to play! Make a resilience ideas book mark. Draw a comic 

strip to show how someone bounced back from a difficult situation. Take a look at Go Noodle for some physical 

activities and mindfulness ideas.  

Emotions – focus on what’s good. Can you identify something good that has happened every day?  

Acceptance – it’s okay to feel the way you do and you are doing really well! You are amazing!   

Meaning – be part of something bigger. You’re already doing that! Perhaps you could join an online workout or 

choir? Does your local community have a group on a social network your family could join? What else can you think 

of?  

family.gonoodle.com – an American site so the educational videos aren’t quite relevant but it has some nice physical 

activities and guided mindfulness videos.  

 

 

 

http://www.actionforhappiness.org/

